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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . This action is in reply to the application filed on February 1 1 , 2004. 

2. Claims 1-25 are currently pending and have been examined. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The Information Disclosure Statement filed on February 11, 2004 has been considered. An 
initialed copy of the Form 1449 is enclosed herewith. 



Claim Objections 

4. Claim 17 is objected to for a misspelling error in line 1 ("and"). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3 and 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vitter et al. 
("Should our high school tell the military where you live?". New York Times Upfront. New York: 
Jan 24, 2003. Vol. 135, Iss. 8; pg. 22, hereafter referred to as "Vitter") in view of Marks ("Shape 
up your marketing". ColoradoBiz. Englewood: Aug 2001. Vol. 28, Iss. 8; pg. 48), in view of 
Wigginton ("Lack of Job Satisfaction Fuels Desire to Make a Switch". The Oregonian. Portland, 
Or.: Sep 20, 2000. pg. 29). 
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7. Claims 1, 2, 3 and 8: Vitter discloses military recruiters mailing solicitations (pg. 2; P6), thus 
identifying a potential employee where the solicitation letter inherently contains a personalized 
message in the form of the name of the addressee and has been transmitted. Vitter does not 
disclose coupling and transmitting a media source with general career information from a 
practicing psychologist to the solicitation (referral unit). 

8. Marks, however, discloses the military's use of mini disks as an alternative to pamphlets (thus a 
media source with industry information), (pg. 1; P3). Marks also discloses that the disks can 
have links to web-sites (pg. 1; P5 and 13). 

9. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included a mini disk, as disclosed by Marks, in the system of Vitter for the motivation of 
providing detailed information and thereby increasing a prospective recruit's interest in a career 
with the military. 

10. Wigginton discloses "myAspiration.com" offering career assessment profiling developed by 
psychologists, as well as other information, (pg. 1 ; P1 1 ). 

11. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have included web links to myAspiration.com, as disclosed by Wigginton in the 
system disclosed by Marks, for the motivation of providing a method of providing links to career 
information that can help guide a potential military recruit in understanding a career choice. 

12. Further, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the mini disk of Marks is capable of 
storing web links to career assessments, such as provided by the psychologists involved with 
myAspiration.com, because Marks has disclosed the use of web links on mini disks, and 
therefore the system is capable of accessing such a site with predictable results. 

13. Claim 5: Vitter does not disclose an insurance and financial services industry, however, Vitter 
discloses "Students deserve to be informed about all of the options available to them as they 
decide what their post-high-school ambitions hold." (pg.1; P2). Thus it is inherent that options to 
post-high-school students would include the insurance and financial service industry, as this 
industry is an option for such a student. 
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14. Claims 6 and 7: Vitter does not disclose a lined paper, fabric or plastic based card being 
configured to receive a personalized message. 

15. However, it is obvious that an index card, which is an old and well known lined, paper card, is 
capable of receiving a personalized message. 

16. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included an index card, in the system of Vitter for the motivation of catching the 
recipient's attention through the use of an additional note that would give the recipient the 
impression that the solicitation letter was further personalized. 

17. Further, a mailed letter, such as disclosed by Vitter, is capable of holding additional notes, such 
as an index card. The letter would perform as expected, with the predictable result of the 
recipient receiving both the solicitation letter and the included index card. 

18. Claim 9: Vitter does not disclose that the solicitation letter comprises as offer to meet, however it 
is obvious that a military recruiter, as disclosed by Vitter, would provide contact details and the 
suggestion that the recipient call to discuss career options. This would obviously further include 
suggesting a meeting. 

19. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included an offer to meet, in the system of Vitter for the motivation of increasing the 
likelihood that the recipient would eventually become a recruit. 

20. Further, the letter of Vitter is capable of including an offer to meet, as such an offer would 
comprise text and a letter would be expected to perform the task of including such a detail with 
the predicted result of providing the recipient with information regarding a military career. 

21. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vitter et al. ("Should our 
high school tell the military where you live?". New York Times Upfront. New York: Jan 24, 2003. 
Vol. 135, Iss. 8; pg. 22, hereafter referred to as "Vitter") in view of Marks ("Shape up your 
marketing". ColoradoBiz. Englewood: Aug 2001. Vol. 28, Iss. 8; pg. 48), in view of Wigginton 
("Lack of Job Satisfaction Fuels Desire to Make a Switch". The Oregonian. Portland, Or.: Sep 20, 
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2000. pg. 29), in further view of King ("Lean labor menu tests contractors' creativity". Nation's 
Restaurant News. New York: Apr 6, 1998, Vol. 32, Iss. 14; pg. 47). 

22. Claim 4: Vitter does not disclose obtaining a referral. 

23. King, however, discloses that Delaware North uses an employee referral program that involves 
an employee inviting a competitor's employee to consider working for the company, (pg. 3; P7-8). 

24. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included employee referrals, as disclosed by King, in the system of Vitter for the 
motivation of increasing the recruitment in the military. Referrals are an old and well know 
inexpensive form of generating leads for recruitment, therefore any recruiting system would be 
motivate to incorporate referrals. 

25. Claims 10-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hodsdon et al. 
(US Pat. No. 7,275,678, hereafter referred to as "Hodsdon") in view of Marks ("Shape up your 
marketing". ColoradoBiz. Englewood: Aug 2001. Vol. 28, Iss. 8; pg. 48), in view of Wigginton 
("Lack of Job Satisfaction Fuels Desire to Make a Switch". The Oregonian. Portland, Or.: Sep 20, 
2000. pg. 29). 

26. Claims 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22 and 24: Hodsdon discloses a business card (inherently 
paper-based and a means for receiving a personalized message), a protective envelope for 
retaining a compact disk with an integrated business card (C1; L62-C2; L10). Hodsdon does not 
disclose a recorded message by a practicing psychologist for motivating a general career search. 

27. Marks, however, discloses "custom-cut CDs" for use at career fairs, (pg. 1; P2). Marks also 
discloses that the disks can have links to web-sites (pg. 1 ; P5 and 13). 

28. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have included disks with links to web sites, as disclosed by Marks, in the system of Hodsdon 
for the motivation of providing a sales or promotional tool. (Hodsdon; C1 ; L28-29). Web sites are 
an old and well known form of providing access to supplemental information, therefore, the disks 
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of Hodsdon's system would benefit from the inclusion of web links in order to provide this 
information. 

29. Wigginton discloses "myAspiration.com" offering career assessment profiling developed by 
psychologists, as well as other information, (pg. 1; P11). The information provided on a web site 
is inherently recorded in order for it to be accessible. 

30. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have included web links to myAspiration.com, as disclosed by Wigginton in the 
system disclosed by Marks, for the motivation of providing a method of providing links to 
"business-related information" (Marks; pg. 1; P13). 

31. Further, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the mini disk of Marks is capable of 
storing web links to career assessments, such as provided by the psychologists involved with 
myAspiration.com, because Marks has disclosed the use of web links on mini disks, and 
therefore the system is capable of accessing such a site with predictable results. 

32. Claims 12 and 21 : Hodsdon discloses business cards (C1 ; L65), but does not disclose a plurality 
of text guide lines. However, it is inherent that a business card could be printed with guidelines in 
place of text as the lines represent connected underscores, such as _, and are merely a 
substitution of a non-alpha-numeric text character for an alpha-numeric text character. 

33. Claims 16 and 23: Hodsdon discloses plastic envelopes (C1; L21-24). 

34. Claims 18 and 25: Hodsdon does not disclose coupling the card by either adhesive or 
mechanical means, however it is old and well known to use staples, paper clips or tape to affix a 
business card to a form of supplemental material. 

35. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that a 
business card could alternatively be attached to an envelope containing a CD using tape, staples 
or a paper clip as this affixing to the envelope would not alter the information contained on the 
CD, thus the CD would perform with the expected result of enabling access to the information 
contained thereon. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Gabrielle McCormick whose telephone number is (571)270-1828. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Thursday (5:30 - 4:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John 
Weiss can be reached on 571-272-6812. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/G. M./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3629 



/John G. Weiss/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3629 



